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In the march of progress in the West, Byzantine thought is  

frequently set aside as something from the past, offering no meaning-
ful guidance for the problems of the modern world.  Nothing could 
be further from the truth.  The Greek East provides a very promising 

set of resources for guiding and enriching our lives today. In  
particular, the realm of human rights theory and practice would 
greatly benefit from an infusion of Byzantine thought. Specifically, 
the characteristic Eastern assessment of the material world, human 
knowledge and human nature has much to contribute to our  

understanding of human rights today. 
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Rev. Dr. Clinton Timothy Curle, LLB, MTS, MA (Theology), MA (Legal 
Studies), PhD (Political Science) is pastor of a Wesleyan Methodist 
church in Ottawa, teacher at Carleton University, and the Executive  
Director of World Hope International Canada, a relief and development 
organization.  His academic interests are focused on international human 
rights as a site for the intersection of faith, law and politics in our world.  
His first book, Humanite:  John Humphrey's Alternative Account of Human Rights, 

was published in 2007 by the University of Toronto Press.   


