The Stikhera for the Last Kiss

(Tone 2 “Lord, | Call”)

Come, O brthren,

Let us give a last kiss {@im/her/themhwho (has/haveXied,

And give thankgo God.

For (he/she/they) (has/havigft (his/her/their)family(-ies) and
hasten(s) to the grave,

And (he/she/theyiroubles himself/herself/themselvas) longer with
vanities,

Nor with the flesh, which suffers sodistress.

Where now i&/are) (his/her/their)family(-ies) and friends?

We are now paing. ///

Let us pray that the Lord will givilhim/her/themYest.

What kind of parting is this, O lleen?

What kind of mouning is this?

What kindof lamentation do we singt this time?

Come, therefore, let us kigsim/her/them)for only a short time ago
(he/she/they)(was/werejith us.

(He/She/Theyshall be commitd to the grace.

(He/She/Theyshall be covered with a stone

(He/She/Theyshall reside in darkess.

(He/She/They) (is/ardjuried withthe dead.

We, (his/her/their)family(-ies) and friends, are all now piag from
(him/her/them). ///

Let us pray that the Lord will givilhim/her/themYest.

Now all the evil gathering of vanity during life ll@ng destroyed,
For the spirit has departed from its dweil

The clayis turning_black

The vessel is sligred.

It is mute, without feeling, deadnd still.

As weescort(him/her/themjo the_grave///

Let us pray the Lord will givéhim/her/themYyest foreer.
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What isour life?

It is truly a flower, a cloud, and the nming dew.
Come therefore, let us look clearly into the graves
Where is the beauty of the body and wheris youth?
Where are the eyes and the faoimts flesh?

All are withered up like grass

All have vanished. ///

Come, let us fall down before Christtears.

The parting of the soul is great weeping analse,

Great sighing and afflton.

Hell and perdition are the life of things that passy.
The toil of life on earth is an untimely iBion.

Shadow, unreality, a dessng sleep.

Let us fleefar away from every sinful deeaf this world ///
So we may inherit heavenly Islengs.

As we look upon our degthrother/sister/brethrenpeforeus,

Let us receive an example of our lastmamt.

For (he/she/they(is/are)let from the earth like smoke

(He/She/They)(has/havieg¢en clothed in rags, and will beveoed with
earth.

Leaving(him/her/themhidden from sight ///

Let us pray to Christ to gividim/her/them)est foreer.

When the soul is about to be carried loffforce,

By the fearsome ayels,

It forgetsall of its family and thosé knows,

And is mindful of standing before the coming judgnt

Of its folly and_flesty toil.

Come let us implore the Judd#

And pray that the Lord will pardon the sifre/she/they)(has/have)
commited.
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Come, O brthren,

Let us see the dust and ashes in the grave froochwiiwere formed.
Wherenow are we gng?

And what shall wébecome?

What has become of the poor man and theman?

Whathas become of the master or the inaa?

Are they all not ahes?

The beauty of the face has turrtecdust ///

And death has withered up theuler of youth.

The illusions and the things of glory tiis life

Are truly folly and corrugion.

For all of them will end and we afihall die;

Kings and princes, judges andets,

The rich and the poor, and every kind of mmbman.
Now for those who in life were committed to the graie
Let us pray that the Lord will gratitem rest.

Now all the organs of the dyg

Are seen to be idle that a short while ago wetweac
All are still, dead, without feiel.

For the eyes are closed, the faet bound.

The hands are still, and eals not hear.

The tonguas enclosed in Ence.

(He/She/They) (is/ar&ommitted tahe grave. ///
Truly all human accomplishments arenitg.

Save those who hope in you, O Theémts),

O mother of the never-gitg Sun.

Ask Him Who is exceedingly good in your prayers we beq,

That He will grant repose where the souls of thateous rest

To (him/her/themWwho (has/havedepated.

Presenthim/her/them) (an heir/heir®f divine blessings, O most pure
one /ll

In the courts of the righteous in eternal rerheance.
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the glyit...

(Tone 6)

“As you see me set befoysu

Mute and witlout breath

Weep for me, my brethren, family, and all who know,
For | spoke with you only yésrday,

And suddenly the fearful hour of death came upen
Come all those who lovee

And give me the ladiss,

For never again shall | journey or taikth you

Until the endof time.

For | go to a Judge Who is impiait,

Where servant and master stand figeside.

King and soldier, rich and poor, are held qual esteem.
For each will be glorified by hiswn deeds

Or will be putto shame.

But | ask and implorgou all

To pray without ceasing for me to Chrair God,

That | may not be put into the place of tormentduseof my sins,
But that He may appoimhe ///

To a place where there is the ligtitlife.”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Through the prayers of her who bore Y@uChrist,

And of Your forerunner and apties,

Your prophets, hierarchs, the pious and the rigilgeand of allYour
saints, ///

Give rest to Your servant(s) witbas/haveXallen asleep.

Priest: Prayer of Absolution
The clergy and choir escort the body/bodies ouhefave in

procession singing “Holy God” (pg. 1).
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