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Reader: Man was made in the image of God, éirmed and lost immortality.
He fell from the divine and better life, enslavenmnpletely by corruption. Now the
wise Creator fashions him again, for He has beenfigld!

People: Refrain

Reader: The Creator shaped man with His owdddut when He saw us
perishing eternally, He bowed the heavens and ciowa to earth, and clothed
Himself completely in our nature, truly incarnaterh a pure and holy Virgin, for
He has been glorified.
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Reader: Adam was made from dust, yet he siacels life-giving breath. He
was deceived by woman and fell, but from the deadsaw Christ born of woman.
He exclaimed, "For my sake You became like me! Hol/ You, O Lord!"

People: Refrain
Reader: You assumed a body of lowly clay, OisEhBy sharing our humble

flesh, You made our race partakers of divinity.li&coming mortal man yet
remaining God, You have raised us from death & HKoly are You, O Lord!



Reader: Make merry, O Bethlehem! You are thegkaf Judah's princes. Christ,
the Shepherd of Israel, Who rides on the shoulotetise Cherubim, has come
forth from you for all to see. He has raised usifrieath to life, and reigns over all.
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Little Litany or Matins Prayer
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 3rd Matins Prayer...
...For You are our God, and to You we ascribe glarythe Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spiritwnand ever, and unto ages of ages.

People: Amen.
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Kathisma Hymn

People: Tone8 (Lord | Call)
Let the h@ans rejoice and let the eatik glad!
The Lamb of God has been bomrearth,
Granting rederipn to the world.
The Word, Who rests in the bosorthefFaher,
Has come forth without seed from Yhrgin.
The wise men were striwekh amazenent,
Seeing Him born as an infant inHBstem.///
Let all creation giidy Him!
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Reader: You are the Expectation of the natiGn€hrist, foretold by Jacob in
days of old. You have sprung from Judah's trib@ltmder the might of Damascus
and the spoils of Samaria, replacing error witkhfaicceptable to God. Glory to
Your power, O Lord!

People: Refrain

Reader: You have filled the stargazers with {0\t ord. They knew the hidden

meaning of the prophet Balaam's words. You haveentiael star of Jacob to rise. As
the first fruits of the Gentiles it led them to Y.0lou openly received their precious
gifgs. Glory to Your power, O Lord!

#i\J}LV‘ [&] [o”]
5 s S
lo-ry to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-Ily Spi - rit,
- s dd 4 4 ddd 4
e —r—r—
f)
27 .
y $ £ P F—8
now and ever and unto ages of a ges. A - men
- 4 J 4 4 °
o o -
V4 b F IF O



Reader: You have descended into the Virgin's iydChrist, like rain on the
fleece and as raindrops watering the earth. Athéarulers fall down before You:
Ethiopia and the islands of Arabia, the kings ofshésh, of Sheba, and the Medes.
Glory to Your power, O Lord!
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Refrain:
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Reader: You were registered as Caesar's sufjjechrist, in obedience to his
decree. We were slaves of sin, and subject todhefldl enemy; by Your poverty
You have set us free! You were united to our naitueery way. Though we were
formed from dust, by this communion we are madediv
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Reader: Behold, the virgin, as foretold of b&s conceived and given birth to
God made man. She remains a virgin still. Througihvwie are reconciled to God.
Let us sinners faithfully sing her praise. Sheugyt Theotokos!
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Reader: Christ our God has come in the fleble. Hather begot Him from the
womb before the morning star. He rules the heavieo$ys, yet now He liesin a
manger of dumb beasts. He who looses the tanglets krf sin now is wrapped in
swaddling clothes.
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Reader. A Sonis born and given to thénfaif a newborn child of Adam's race,
yet He is Father and Ruler of the world to cohte is called the Angel of Great Counse
He is the Mighty God, He rules all creationHbg might.



Little Litany or Matins Prayer
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Priest:  4th Matins Prayer...
...For You are the King of Peace and the Saviowuofsouls, and to You we ascribe
glory: to the Father, and to th& Sand to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and untesag
of ages.

People: Amen.
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Reader: Bethlehem has opened Eden. Come lekls s
We have found joy in a secret place
There the root has appeared, biosgpwith forgiveness.
There is found the undug well, frarnich David longed to drink of old
There the Virgin has borne a chigjJdenching Adam's and David's thirst.
Let us hurry to this place:
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Reader: The shepherds abiding in the fieldewarified by a dazzling sight.
Around them shone the glory of the Lord. An andged unto them, "Sing praise.
The Messiah is born!" Blessed are You, O God offatirers!

People: Refrain
Reader. After the angels spoke, the hosts afdme suddenly cried out: "Glory to

God in the highest. Peace on earth, good will ta.n@rist has shone forth." Blessed
are You, O God of our fathers!
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Reader: "What news is this?" asked the sheph&rhs God's Messiah truly
come? Let us go to Bethlehem." They saw You therd,worshipped You, with
Your mother, they sang, "Blessed are You, O GoouofFathers!"
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Reader: The daughter of Babylon drove Davidiklen from Zion with sword

and spear. Now she sends her sons, the wise memmdpgifts, to worship in David's
city, where God has come to dwell. So let us rdisesong: Let all creation bless the
Lord, and exalt Him throughout all ages!

People: Refrain

Reader: Grief had silenced the harps. Zionlgr@m would not sing in a foreign
land. But now Christ has shone forth in Bethlehestiabying the din of Babylon's
idolatries. So let us raise the song: Let all cosabless the Lord, and exalt Him
throughout all ages!

People: Refrain
Reader. Babylon plundered Zion, and capturEldeailroyal wealth. But now, with

a guiding star, Christ lures her treasure-ladem®wigan back to Zion. So let us raise
the song: Let all creation bless the Lord, andteah throughout all ages!



y Spi

4 d

bless the Father, the Son, and the Hol

g

]

[an )
ANAV4
e

men.

ges.F

s

a

Z
J

of

J

unto ages
o

and

and ever,

s

now
J

the Lord,

ship

wor

ges.

3

—

r\a—_/F_
"

4 4 4

sinjing and exalting Him through-out  all




‘[ ;to - jos.

-0

4

the most pure Virgin The

8

- ly hosts.

F

Ode9

A Refrain 1:

| fan )

f
J

[ @)

iy

- ven the cave;

J d d

i
Hea
g

2]
|

i
J

_y:

heav -

4

[:

i
Jt:lr

ys -

the

g

s than

J

- ri-ous m

gloriou

N—
gl

ge, most
)

[:

4 4

be-hold a stran

More hon'rable and more

2

I rmos:
o)

| fan )
X

J

anger the place

4

Tﬁe m
4

A lay.

wherj:hrist

J

ni

4 d

f

N—

>
e)gf

7

'
gy

ma

- gin.
|

f

Vir

0

4

The Cherubic Throne the

Z
4 4

o

4

The uncontainable God whom we




Refrain 2:
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Reader:  The wise men saw a new, unchartedfeiamwing an unexpected course.

Its brightness surpassed every star in heaveioretold the Messiah's birth: Christ,
the King, born on earth in Bethlehem, for our shbra
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Reader: "Where is the newborn Infant King? Veleenseen His star," the wise men

said. "We have come to worship Him." Godless Herembled with fury. In his
raging madnes he plotted to kill Christ.
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Reader: Herod inquired when the star appeatedwhad led the wise men to

Bethlehem, but after they worshipped Christ witlisgithat same star led them back
to their own land, confounding their pursuer: thatlless murderer of children.
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