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The Sifton restoration effort
was tremendous, hearing all
the details from the local
community: from bake sales
to Christmas caroling, hours
of meetings, filling out grant
applications, to seeing the
Church lifted off its
foundation and put back
again.

At last, so much was done,
the domes were gleaming
with fresh silver, new steps
were in place (and painted,
along with the trim in a soft
green!)

Slava Bohu!

Glory to God for all the
persons who worked and
gave endlessly for the
restoration!

Then last spring, a second
adventure began as a
seasonal Museum took
shape, and was named “The
Canadian Orthodox Pioneer
Museum.” Opening exhibit —
The Wedding of Han’ka and
Petro, 1927. Icons, books,
religious objects, jams and
doilies were for sale in the
entrance Kiosk. A student was hired through Young Canada Works to be the Museum guide, and to hold Reader’s
services. A little Quiet Garden began, a place to sit and enjoy the fresh air, birds and first plantings of flowers. They
seemed like such small steps, would anyone find our Museum?

On June 23", the Sifton Pilgrimage day, many people attended. Bishop Seraphim blessed the undertaking and all said,
“Amen.” But would anyone find their way to the Museum in the summer?



The exhibit “The Wedding of Han’ka and Petro” — 1927 showed all summer at the Museum. Drawing tog ether old

photographs, handiwork, a Ukrainian Bukowinian wedd ing dress, Ukrainian wedding bread (korovai), aloc  al
wedding register and yes—a roaster of holubsti! — th e exhibit was educational and judging by the commen ts, fun!
There was a chance to learn about the sacrament of  marriage, and to share stories from the old days. The
cabbage rolls? We confess: they were made of rice wrapped in Japanese orange papers....... but they looked

pretty real!

SET-UP and FIRST VISITORS —

On June 16, we were busy setting up the Museum, Vas l,
student-worker, Michael and |, when our first visit ors
arrived. Robert and Susan Senger of Regina (John’s roots
go back to the Sclater area) had stopped by just to see the
outside of the church. We welcomed them in, gladt  hat even
before opening, persons were interested in the Muse  um.
Two hours later, we had made new friends. They so  enjoyed
everything, took photos, conversed, helped us carry things
in, and were our first customers at the Museum stor  e! We
felt so encouraged by them. Later in July, | got a letter from
the Sengers, saying how much they enjoyed their vis it, and
that they “very much enjoyed the pro-Canadian examp le”

NEW 2008 EXHIBIT - A Prairie Childhood

From the days of the home-made pepka (soother)to s  ongs, prayers, rhymes, sayings, dress: all

about what growing up was like, 1920s — 1950s. Sta vy posted for the season opening to be
advertised in the Dauphin Herald. Be sure to drop by and share your stories at the Museum
this summer! You are most welcome!




